Chapter 12
Ethics and Aesthetics of Environmental
Engagement

Nathalie Blanc

Abstract Current theories of justice cannot account for the motives of a sustainable
environment, that is, the material perpetuation of a fair society (one that regards all its
citizens as equals), because it ignores the extent to which ethics integrates fundamen-
tal care, and more particularly, moral virtues. Care ensures the perpetuation of an
existing environment and the attention paid to its particularity, often at a local level
(Paperman and Laugier 2005). Individuals and communities shape and nurture nature,
while working with nature through gardening can contribute to wellbeing. This
chapter explores such relationships through case studies of urban community gardens
in Russia and the Netherlands, and considers how an ethics of care and aesthetic
engagement can be integrated into human-environment relations. In Tver, a town
between Moscow and St Petersburg, a group of scientists who wanted to organize an
Agenda 21 were asked to assist some inhabitants of a block of flats adjacent to an
industrial area. They formed an Ecological Club, and the garden they created played
akey role in improving their quality of life. In Arnhem, a city in eastern Holland, close
to the German border, the investment in urban public space by the inhabitants was
the result of the withdrawal from the district by the authorities. During the 1970s, the
inhabitants decided to fight against the degradation of their life-world and embarked
on a project of gardens to achieve their aim.

Keywords Environmental justice ¢ Environmental aesthetics ¢ Local governance

* Care

Current theories of justice cannot account for the motives of a sustainable environ-
ment, that is, the material perpetuation of a fair society (one that regards all its

N. Blanc (54))

UMR LADYSS 7533, Université Paris 7-UFR GHSS.
Case 7001, 2 Place Jussieu, 75005 Paris, France
e-mail: nathali.blanc @wanadoo.fr

E. Brady and P. Phemister (eds.), Human-Environment Relations: Transformative 149
Values in Theory and Practice, DOI 10.1007/978-94-007-2825-7_12,
© Springer Science+Business Media B.V. 2012




o) ApmIS oIy $90USIOS [RINJRU 3} JO SUWIIA) UT pozATeuE pue (‘012 ‘1ajem ‘aroyds
-oune ‘sadedspue] SUIPNOUI ‘SWIASAS003) [2A9] [BLIOIRW, A[IDMS B UO PIAIOUOD
Suraq Jonel A JuawuoIIAUL a1 joedw Jaing jou op suonendod uewny Jo son
-IAI}9® 9] pUE UOeNU2dUOd [ereds oyl eyl SuLnsud jo uonsanb e Ajurews sem STy,
* K121008 /a1nieu, diySUOnE[aI Ayl JO UOISUIWIP [eI10[093 A1) U0 Pasndo] uawido@adp
J[qRUIRISNS JO ‘SOLE] Y UI SINSSI [BIUSWUOIIAUS JO 9FB1S 18I Y], "UONONIISU0D
[E120S 1Y) JO ATjuapuadapul (0Ieasal JO SP[AY SNOWOUOINE UL PISSAIPPE 2Iam [I[edy
uo 10959 s31 pue ‘wonnyod jo spury e jo justudo[essp a1 ‘@8uByd dBUIND
;s102[go orgnd
Mau Jo swiIg) ul aonpoxd tonsenb [BUWIUOIIAUS Y] DIP JRUAA St pUE ISULN)
03 sn 1977 "A191008 11D Sunewnise] 01 seIqUIuod Aj3uons swajgold [euawuol
-IAUD JO 90UISIOUID 3] Jey} ABS UDAD P[NO2 U ‘suonse pue sardrjod orqnd Furonp
-01d 2I' 102]J2 [B1008 2[RIUAPUN UE [JIA P2AMOPUR Surd[qold [RlustiuorAuD ‘paspuy
*$9010J Funoe pue SUIAI[ “JX2IUOD [BIUSTIUOIIAUD DY} UI ‘Te [AIYM STUTY] ‘STUTY) 01
J2JU0D 0] N[BA 1BYM IPIIAP 07 £191008 UIALS ® Jo sraquaw [[e Jo Aoedes [enbo ay)
0] S19JaI Y ¢, PHOM 2ANISUAS B SuLeys, Jo syeads (0007) 211oury sanboef uaym

Jdue)sI(] pue AJWIX0IJ UIdIMIdg
ugisa(q emydaouo)) [BIUUOIIAUY UY  ['Z]

"SUOTIRULIOJSURT]
[BOO] UI SOA[OSWOL] ISPAUT O] PIMO[[B 1B SJUBIIQRUUL 9Y) ‘SPUB[ISIAN )
ut ‘ooeyd 2 Jo JuswaSeuew dn UIAIS SBY 2)BIS [BDO] 91 ‘BISSOY UL :pajuswnisul
Aqreonrod 10U ST UONOE [IAID PUR [BIO] ‘SaSBD 3S3Y) U] "UONBUWIIOJSURI} URQIN UE
Aurdwooor ULd 2IISOP 2A1II9[[0D SIYI TB] MOL] MOys [[Im a[dwexa yang v "ofI] jo
SULIOY () JO 20uarradXa UE UIIM PUBY UL PUBL $908 95PI[MOUY-J[3S U0 Paseq sl
-[12 MOT] UL ‘SIS PUB SOILID U2amlaq SuIl 2yl 1no Sunuiod £q ursaq [[im
ap “saorpnlaid onayysoe syasdn yorordde ue gons moy ssnosip [[Im am ‘K[[EUL]
"aouoriadye pue juawdpnl onaysor Aq papms3
ST 9JI] J12019q B 10J 2II83P 31 Moy moys [[Im ajdwexs ueissny v "(¢00g) 1218ne]
ripueg pue ueuaded eomed Aq eourl] ul pado[asop uaaq A[JUSdaX SBY IT S8 ‘918D
1O so1y1e ue Jo 1daouod a1 Jo JYSI] Ul $1YId [BIUSWIUOIIAUS Jo uonsanb ay) ssnosip
M 2m ‘A[puooas ‘ouwysip pue Ayurxold (iogq Jo seapl oyl Ipn[our SNt yorym
USISOP B SBIPIW MOU AQ POMATAI ST JUDLIUOIIAUD 9 JO UB1sap [emdaouod a yarym
01 121X 2] JOPISUOD [[1m am 51y :sdajs 1ounsip 221y ySnoay) paaooid [[1m ap
uowaseuo (9130002 JO
sooe[d ay) A7109ds sn 19 21BGIP Y] JO SWIID) U} 1S IABY oM Jel) MON odBospue|
Jo sarjod arqnd ay) Ul PauUIBIUOD PUR ME[ 2} UT paureiuod Apeale st aoeds e
4ong "21eqap B yioj sSuriq yorym adeds orjqnd pue pareys ‘a[qi3ue) € 00T pauIn]
ST “JUSWINOITATD PIONIISUOD PUER [RINJBU 2] 0S[B Ing ‘uonsanb [B100s B sB juaw
-UOIIAUD DU [, “9IBQIP Y UL 9YBIS 18 §,JBUM 2W02aq SBY 11 (91eqap Jo adeds ay A1d
-wrs reguoy ou st aouds orpqnd “Ayrxe[dwod [BIUSWUOIIAUR JO 1XIIU0D YY) Ul ‘ABpol
‘ToAamol aords SUIAI € ST11 SE YONWSRUT ‘A)1TBAI 919I0U0D B OS[R S1111N( ‘an3ofeip

161 JuswaSesuy [BIUSWUOIIAUT JO SINAYISAY PUB saIIg 7|

pUE 21BQIP YSNOIy) PlIom UOWIUOD B JO uononnsuoo [eanijod ay st aoeds orjqng
"91eqap [eonijod sa1BoIpUl YOIYM INFO[RIP JO 20rdS [ENIITA ) SB [[om St “orjqnd a1y
01 2[qIss2208 20eds [BUIIOJ 91910U0D 91 9JRUSISOP 0S[E am ‘adeds orpqnd Aq ‘A[[eury
"u9N10310] 29 10U PINOYS ‘SISEq A[IEP B U0 IAI1950) QAI] 0 SN 9[qRU2 JBY) SUOIDL 21)
Jo1ey) pue ‘(aonsnlur Jo 1BY) SUIPN[OUT) SUOTIOWD PUR $JAI[aq JO [0 YL, "SSAUYILI
S11 [[B UL JUDLUUOIIAUD D) 10) FUNUNOIIL SNY) ‘W] JIGRYUT 0] MO UO SUOLIDAID
Surpnourt ‘aq pInoys A3 1eym Jo rapl ue pue sade[d jo suonisodwos Lreursewr
PUE $9FBWI 0] ][0I B 9AIZ AU, "JUSWUOIIAUS J) 0] SUTUBAL 9AIT UDTYMm SYUI] ABp
-K19A2 pue JuedyIusis Jo Areamnd o) 0] AJ1189) SUONBZI[IQOW SN} ‘UONIPPE U]
"SI} JO 20UDPIAD 21k (012 ‘s1ouue[d odeospuef ‘sisniae)
way ur 1ed Sune) SI0198 2y SE [[aM s ‘sjuataaow o) AJnsn( 0y (sooeds [eiop pue
suapIes jo Ajneaq oy ‘Auowned Areuipio ‘aoeds Suiar] ‘adeospue]) pezijiqow oL
-039112 2] ‘paapu] “JUALIDTRIUD JN2YISIE JO SWLID) UI POZARUE 24 UBD ‘9J1] Jo saoe[d
Jo uoneoyienbar o 1 SurIe Ylomawely Ueqin Ue UIgim suonezijiqow [empd
SB [ONS ‘UONBZI[IqOW [BIUIWUOIIATD JO SULIOJ JWOS “JUIUIAOW 2[TUIS UL 153] 3Y)
01 111ds ay pue £poq a1 sind yo1ym 9Fpajmouy JO 9POUL B PUB FUTUTET) JO SPOL © ST
oouarradxa onayiser oy Juewd3pn[ onjayIser PISAIAIUISIP JO BAPI S, JUBY IIM 92158
1,USQ0D JUBD[IaE ‘IOA0AIOW ‘AYm UOSBAI AU} ST STY T, "uone[dwaiuoo pagesuasip pue
aarssed e Jo 100[qns o1 Suraq Jo peajsul ‘J[osoUO IPISUT TUIUTOIAUD A1) SuLIsiSar
Jo Aem e ST 2ouenadxa oNAYISA® WOYM I0] (766T) JUBI[IDG PIOUTY ‘A[JU202I 2IOW
10 (PE6T) Kama( UYO[ JO SUOTIIIJRI A} SMO[[0] 23 PI[MOUY AL JO IPOLU SIY [
*20M[NO 10 B J0J POAIISII JOU ST UIIYM IFPI[MOIY JO IPOUT [BIUSWILOIIALD
QATIOL Uk JO YUIL) ISNW 2u() 2I8E) JO AI031]) B 0] UdAd I0 “Aneaq Jo Aydosoryd oty 01
10 ‘118 9q pInoMm [DTYM plal paziferdads B 0] JaJal JoU Op am © JUatadedus onaiyisee,
Ag uoUIdFRFUD [BIUAWUOIIAUD JO UOTSIOA ISTRINd © ST STYT "21eqap orjqnd 03 9811 9A1S
Aeur wing ur yoryam ‘syuawspnl onayisae jo Apigrssod o dn Suruado pue jugoymugis 11
Sun{eU ‘SJUSWUOIIAUD SUTAT] MO 01 SUTUEALT JTIAUISIL UTELIDD B SIQJUOD SIY} PUB ‘SYUI|
A1osuos oidnmuw Aejd ojur 3uriq A9 ], "UONEBZI[RIUSUUOIIAUS JANOE UR SB PIQLIDSIP
9q ued $9s59001d asay) Suawsnlpe dANEAID JO $3550001d SumRW JUSWIUOIIAUS §)1
01 sidepe uoneziuesio rensuIs sI [ ‘PHOM oy [iIm SUONE[AI S)I Ul s3810] Suraq SutAr]
Kue 10 uosiad e syulf apdnnuw oy 03 13721 0 [qIssod 1 SAMEW JUSWUOIIAUD, WLID] I ],
"pasn Juraq I8 YIIYM SULID) 9Y) A[os10a1d DI0W JUYOP 0] PISU IM UIBIS AL WOl
“PoAJOAUL 950Y] JO SurpuelsIopun
A1) 0] SUIPIOIOE UONIE JO 35IN02 Ayl Aq uodn paproap 2q [[ia 1sowraddn sawoo jey)
IPIS DU {UIOD JLWES DY) JO SOPIS OM] AIE SIITOYISIE PUE $IIYID 1B} ABS UL am “(sSuiy
SUTAI[-UOU UAAd sawmawios pue Suraq Furarp ue pue ojdoad) sSuraq [enprarpur
JO 2Ied SunE] SUBIW UDIMm ‘QIBD [BJUIWUOIAUD JO Mdla JO jurod 9 woly uor
-sonb oy Suryoeorddy ;2oeds orignd ur JUAWAFESUD JNAYISIT PUE [BITYID UIMI
SUoTIR[al A1) SZLIAORIRYD 0] d[qIssod 11 ST MOL| Juswngie Jo aul| siy) Sumunuo))
‘[NPMIJ REW UBD UOHEBUISEIWI §,3U0
UoIym ‘[BQO[S 93 JO BOPI OY1 01 PIIB[AL ST ,[BD0], Oyl JOJ UII0UOD SIY1 “DIOULIAYLIN
(600Z Ia18ne pue uewraded) [2A2] [220] B Je uaijo ‘Kyuenonted $i o) pred uonuaye
9] PUB JUSWUOIIAUD Sunsixo ue jo uonenjadiad oy sainsua a1e)) (uonnjjod aqig
-OWwoINe 10J u120u0d ‘9[duwexa 10)) saniiia [elow Ape[nonied 210w pue ‘oIed [eIuat
-Bpunj SANBIFANUL SIUYID YIIYM 0 TUAXD ) S2IOUTI I1 95ne2dq (sfenba se suaznm

ue|g ‘N 0S]



152 N. Blanc

environment according to its various facets (ecology, physics, chemistry and their
various combinations according to the studied objects). One can speak of an ‘objec-
tive’ approach to the environment. However, the environment cannot be reduced to
its objective dimension.

What role does aesthetics play in the definition and co-construction of a new
public space which incorporates new objects, those speaking to the senses and
affect? What role can aesthetics play to overcome the neglect of significant ordinary
links to the environment? Precisely, its role is to initiate and inform public discussion
concerning a new ‘shared sensibility’, implying both sense perception and sensible
‘behaviour’. What creates such ‘sensibility’ over and above what is collectively
defined as ‘sensible’ are difficult neighbourhoods, fragile or irremediably corrupted
environments, endangered species, and so on.

However, we should specify why we think that local space, which integrates
references to more remote spaces, is to us a particular space of investment. Public
discussion is necessary, inasmuch as it relates to its objects as objects endowed with
a material and social nature, that is to say, as objects that are the products of interac-
tions between nature and society. This public space of proximity is one thread of the
knot which constitutes the construction of an environmental conscience. In our vir-
tual world, it remains necessary to construct and enrich the discussion by making
precise reference to specific places of dwelling, of life. These living environments
give to each of us the possibility of forging means of acting, of building a represen-
tation of the world — which pushes us to work out a point of view on the environ-
ment, its necessary safeguarding as well as the means of adapting it to ecological
upheavals in a creative way.

Thus if we want aesthetic debate and the question of creativity to reach
beyond the field of art, we are compelled to produce a new horizon of action:
environmental aesthetics is a field where one can sketch a role for aesthetics in
policy-making.

Why are we concerned about our local environments? Aesthetic discussion opens
up a space in which to construct an imaginative framework of reference, a represen-
tation of the significant space in which we live and also to which we aspire. It is a
question of being equipped with tools which do not reduce human societies to a
mass subjected to the predicted catastrophe of climate change. It is a question of
inventing the means of working out answers which do not consist only of forced
adaptation to an endangered ecology, but which also represent nature in new ways
and thereby suggest new forms of collective action.

Such a concept of local action is necessarily linked to a concept of global action:
the local is not simply a question of geography, of a more or less measurable space
associated with a given group or society, it is also a question of the multiplicity of
emotions and relational networks that the local environment engenders. Indeed, it is
necessary to revise the question of the local: we should make a place for new means
of communication, but also for the imagination. They both transform distant rela-
tionships into close ones; they permit us to include remote places in our hearts and
to care for them. They are made of all these picturesque accounts that one gives
oneself, and contribute to the texture of the place we live in. Seen in this way, fiction
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helps to reconsider the how and the where of our experience of life and is thus
special in terms ol activity.

If we want to try to account for the various types of relationship between proxim-
ity and distance, the local and the global, we must take aesthetics into account. The
local is what we think of as a relation of proximity and what we hold to be ours.

12.2 A Different Model of Ethics

We will conceive of ethics in terms that differ from those conventionally
used. A strict definition of ethics would consider it as only a principle of self-
regulation of self-knowledge. As Agamben explains, ethics is the sphere which
knows neither fault nor responsibility, it is the doctrine of the happy life, ‘To
recognize a fault and a responsibility amounts to leaving the sphere of ethics in
order to penetrate into that of the law’ (Agamben 2003: 25). How could this
lived ethics, conceived as the self-realization of the individual, touch on con-
cern for the environment? The Kantian universalist concept of morals or the
utilitarianism of Mill are among the two principal traditions in moral philoso-
phy. Kantian moral theory argues that moral commands must take the form of
universal and applicable laws (i.e., laws that apply to any rational being placed
in a similar situation) independently of the individual characteristics (such as
desires or interests) that motivate a given action. Classical utilitarian ethics
postulates that the only common point among people is their aspiration to hap-
piness: the hedonist principle. Both of these moral theories begin with the fact
that human beings share the same principle of reason or the same capacities
and desires for pleasure. The former recommends considering ourselves and
our particularities in the abstract; the latter founds its approach on the relation
of self-interest which controls individuals. Recent work in ethics renews the
debate in an interesting way with an ‘ethics of care’, and thus an ethics based
on feelings of ‘care’, and more particularly on the concerns of close relation-
ships and proximity, an attention focused on the singular. For example, accord-
ing to Ambroise,

Carol Gilligan identifies three fundamental characteristics differentiating ethics of care

from an ethics of justice. First, the ethics of care is articulated around moral concepts dif-

ferent from the ethics of justice, namely, human responsibility and its connections rather

than rules and the law. Second, this form of morals is related to concrete circumstances and

is not formal and abstract. Third, this form of morals is better expressed not as a set of

principles and rules but as an activity and a practice, ‘the activity of care’. Thus, according

to Gilligan’s’ “different voice’, morals are not founded on abstract and universal principles,

but in the experiences and moral problems that ordinary people meet in daily life. In short,

the central moral principle consists of ‘care’. in not harming others and avoiding selfish-
ness’ (Ambroise 2005: 264).

Our recent research studying the individual’s investment in their lifeworlds shows
the extent to which such a concept of ethics may resonate with environmental
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are used to remake the bases of buildings has led to a progressive assumption of
responsibility by the inhabitants, of care for the communal parts and the external
spaces, a responsibility that had been abandoned by the housing office. The initial
plan consisted of the creation of a garden in 2001; a playground and other games for
children were realized and repair of the staircases carried out. This project concerns
an extremely degraded environment whose abandonment by the authorities obliged
the inhabitants to take over. The project comprises mostly women, although some
children and teenagers are also involved. It employs the vice-director of the school,
as well as a few of the owner-occupiers of the residences, although the wages offered
are relatively small. It is also necessary to note the important role given to such
aspects as garden internal and external decoration. Certain inhabitants carve wooden
statues which come to ornament the gardens, as in the parks of large cities. This
contributes to the construction of a collective heritage, which may have a significant
impact on visitors (among whom we count the researchers) (Stavo-Debauge and
Trom 2004). This case study shows the importance of the argument of beauty in the
improvement of one’s local habitat. It is a space designed like a natural environ-
ment. The scientists and the local ecologists present on the spot understood that
their interests coincided with those of the inhabitants. For all, the stake was to plant
local species in order to improve urban public space. For the scientists and the
Ecological Club, it was a question of contributing to local biodiversity; for the city
dwellers, to find nature in their daily living space. What is demonstrated here is the
problem of facing up to environmental degradation as it is represented and objecti-
fied on a scientific level in the name of a better life, which involves the enhancement
of an area and, more generally, an appreciation of the beauty of nature. Taking into
account the beauty of nature as an important part of concern for environmental
preservation in our period of global networks may be a way of developing the con-
cept of care and attention to what surrounds us. This is a principle of justice which
must be extended and associated with the responsibility that it creates. It is important
to show that non-assistance for an endangered environment may influence individ-
ual behaviour. Indeed, the impact of human activity on the environment narrows the
possible field of individual and collective adaptation. Creating awareness of this
relation amounts to emphasizing the feeling of responsibility towards the environ-
ment as a form of responsibility for the future. ‘

12.4 Ethics and Aesthetics with Respect to the Environment

Thus the aesthetic may be seen as a mode of knowledge and transmission of what is
right in the environment, allowing the best kind of adaptation or recognition of the
values shared by individuals and the collective. It can define the way in which we
justify the irreplaceable quality of our environments: the idea of a heritage associ-
ated with a landscape, the modes of asserting the identity of a place — these are ways
of accounting for a natural and singular irreducibility. Disorder and damage in the
environment provides the occasion for these values to appear. Consequently, the
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aesthetics of the environment is not just the recognition of an aesthetized appearance,
that is to say, qualities which make it possible to describe the beauty or the ugliness
of a place. Nor is it simply a method of knowing a place. It is, more precisely, the
domain where taste is formed, where taste can then be shared and communicated. It
could be described as the process of learning about a shared environment, based on
habitability in constant negotiation. Defined thus, aesthetic judgment is taken into a
course of action, in contradistinction to other types of judgment. It is knowledge
acquired through action and not derived from an overarching point of view. As Kant
(2000) wrote in 1790, the experience of the fine arts, by which humanity acquires
some capacity to communicate on a very intimate but also on a universal level, can
teach people to live together. Further on, after having indicated that people governed
by the law develop an aesthetic sense from the reciprocal exchange of ideas about
the judgment of taste, Kant insists on the fact that the future, which will move away
from nature, obliges us to go in this direction, since it will be necessary for people
to learn how to evaluate their action by joining together ‘legal constraints required
by the highest culture with the force and the accuracy of free nature feeling its own
value’ (1995: 344). Obviously such a development implies, as Kant adds, the devel-
opment of moral judgment, since taste is strongly dependent on it. In what way?
Refining our taste is also an opening in terms of spiritual and moral elevation.
Ultimately, it is not simply a question of moral duty, which may be contradictory to
the spirit of happiness, but of self-knowledge, and of one’s inclinations, which lead
to happiness. Indeed, the exact idea of such happiness corresponds to that of the
moral sense, which is the horizon of happiness (of any happiness) when one thinks
of the relations between causes and effects in a given society.

What we will show now is that giving shape to a district via gardens and the activ-
ity of gardening and, overall, placing it in relation to a certain urban landscape, is
accompanied by an ethical will which corresponds to the specific idea of a happy life
in a given place and urban context. Such a space comes into being gradually: the pos-
sibility of action engendered in the course of and due to environmental action creates
new horizons incrementally. In Arnhem, a city in eastern Holland, close to the
German border, the investment in urban public space by the inhabitants was the result
of the withdrawal from the district by the authorities. During the 1970s, the inhabit-
ants decided to fight against the degradation of their lifeworld and decided on a
project of gardens in order to achieve their aim. During this period, one of the inhab-
itants (Gerda Van Steijn, who looks after one of the gardens today) decided to make
use of large flower pots on balconies and to invite other inhabitants of this district to
plant flowers in them: ‘they do not want bad people to invade their district’ (Discussion
with Loet Van Moll, 17/06/2007). According to the story now told by one of the
principal actors in the history of these gardens, the epic of this laundress gave the
impetus to what constitutes, in a structured and visible way in terms of urban spgce,
the organization by the ‘Groengroep’ of eleven gardens® in a district which mixes

4These gardens are called: Schooltuin, Kruidentuin, Ecologische tuin, Watertuin, Emmeplzfntsoeﬂ-
Psttuin, Bestedelingentuin, Achtertuin, Spoortuin. Boembakkenactie et Straatgroen. The internet
site of the *Groengroep’ is: www.spijkerkwartier.net/wegwijs/groen. Accessed 1/6/11.
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The investment of these spaces is incontestably aesthetic where the initial motivation
for building them is concerned, but also in terms of the spectacle presented to city
dwellers. The gardens are discrete decorations, built into the urban fabric, of rich
scenes and situations, but this is also an ethical investment which corresponds to the
hope of a better life in the various meanings of the term: collective and individual.
Form guides the action in this project designed to lead to a better life.

It is important to encourage the aesthetic participation of the inhabitants, but it is
just as important to enrich the social and environmental analysis of a different
aspect, that is, sensitivity to the environment. It is indeed urgent to develop a true art
of the environment which engages aesthetics and ethics. If it is true that the sense of
the word environment is more complete when its aesthetic dimensions are taken
into account, then art, in so far as it may be said to constitute the avant-garde of
future perception and representation, can contribute to that reflection: the environ-
ment is an art, an eminently social art, collective art, the art of the fabric of life. It is
the responsibility of all, and not only of women, who often manage local environ-
ments, to develop a constructive relation to the environment. And that requires a
quite particular kind of teaching, because the judgment of taste is the art of learning
how to judge by oneself. We live in a period where we can observe the ‘failure’ of
political dogmas, and thus we are required to develop new vectors of autonomy.
Seen in this way, urban art is autonomy; being detached from nature implies having
to learn about oneself.
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